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Based on material from Western Australia, Bartsch (1997) described a new 
halacarid species, Copidognathus dictyotus. This name proved to be preoccupied by 
Copidognathus dictyotus Bartsch, 1993, recorded from Malaysia (Bartsch 1993). The 
name of the Western Australian taxon is replaced by a nomen novum, Copidognathus 
dictyotellus, based on the same Greek root. 

The diagnosis for Copidognathus dictyotellus nom. nov. was presented by Bartsch 
(1997: 156-159, figs 1-3) under the name C. dictyotus sp. nov. (a junior homonym). 
The diagnosis for the senior, true Copidognathus dictyotus, a member of the same 
species group, was omitted from Bartsch’s (1997) paper; its diagnosis according to 
Bartsch (1993: 48-50, figs 7-16) is as follows: 

Copidognathus dictyotus: Idiosoma 281 um long. Second pair of dorsal setae 
(ds-2) on ocular plate (OC). Pair of medial costae extending almost to anterior 
margin of posterior dorsal plate (PD). Each costa with two small porose areolae. Fifth 
pair of dorsal setae (ds-5) lateral to costae. Pair of gland pores slightly anterior to 
level of insertion of legs IV. Area of epimera I with porose areola. Female genitoanal 
plate (GA) with truncate anterior margin; oblong porose areola on either side of 
genital opening (GO) extending anteriad just beyond level of anterior pair of 
perigenital setae. Ovipositor reaching beyond GO by twice length of latter. Rostrum 
triangular, about as long as gnathosomal base. Tarsi M and IV with four and three 
dorsal setae respectively. Lateral parambulacral seta (pas) on tarsi IL and IV small. 

In contrast to Copidognathus dictyotus, the anterior margin of the PD of C. 
dictyotellus is rounded and the costae lack porose areolae; the ds-2 insert within the 
striated integument; the anterior epimeral plate (AE) has a median porose areola; the 
female genitoanal plate (GA) has a rounded anterior margin and a median porose 
areola anterior to the genital opening; and on tarsi IE and IV both the medial and 
lateral parambulacral setae are small. Copidognathus dictyotus was collected in 
shallow water on a coral reef platform of the island Babi Besar, off Mersing, eastern 
Peninsular Malaysia, whereas C. dictyotellus is recorded from a reef area, 30 m deep, 
off Perth, Western Australia. 
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